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STATEMENT 


The beneficiary of the bh 1] IS & mMmMor Japanese foundling who has 
been adopted by Staff Set. and Mrs. Thomas G Richards, wl 
citizens of the United States. Sergeant Richards is presently 
with the United States Armed Forces in Japan 

Congressman Mike Mansfield, the author of the bill, appeared before 
a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
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Representatives and submitted the following information with refer- 
ence to the case: 
Winc Lecau OFrrice, 
374TH Troop CarrieER WiNcG (H), 
APO 704, December 30, 1950. 
Hon. Mike MANSFIELD, 
United States Re presentative, 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Srr: As the wing legal officer at Tachikawa Air Base, I have been re- 
quested to advise Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Thomas G. Richards, of Lewistown, Mont., 
regarding their contemplated adoption of a foundling from a Japanese home. I 
have consulted with them at length, and reviewing their case thoroughly I am 
ng the liberty of seeking vour assistance in this matter on their behalf. 





The background of the adoption is this: 

The foundling home is operated by Catholic Franciscan missionaries in Yoko- 
hama, Japa The foundlings left with the home are born of Japanese-mother 
and American-soldier fathers for the most part; they are left in the care of this 
home almost from birth \fter baptizing the little children in the Catholic Church 
they are placed with families who are either of the same faith, or will agree to raise 
the child in the Roman Catholic Church. However, these children are turned 
ver to the prospective adopting parents immediately and at the present time, 
while I a advising them, they have the little children in their homes since 

ese children are considered to have at least 50-percent Japanese blood it is my 

rstand ¢ that thev are ineligible for entry into the United State inder 
existing immigration laws 

Therefore, I am addressing this letter to you to request vour assistance in 
pre tit a private bill to the Congress on behalf of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. 
RR ards, which legislation would permit the entry of this child into the United 
States for the purpose of adoption by this couple. I am in a quandary as to 
whi r or not there is a Japanese court of competent jurisdiction before which 
Dp adoption could be favorably acted upon in satisfaction of Japanese law. 
| ( it = possible to arrange an adoption before a Japanese court, it 

’ ! private bill rder ain el for the child. 
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On behalt the Riehards’ I filed a petition of the Hachioji branch of the Tokvo 

rela ‘ rt? iestil idoption of this child @)omas Alva Raphael 

\fter e court had appointed me guardian ad litem for the child 

‘ 1 is ul pies of the pet ms and the decrees, in 
Japat ind English, are enclosed and identified Chere are also letters 

( ipla of tt ise and many letters of recommendation. 

Nex t both personally and officially, I heartily endorse the passage of 
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At the present time I am communicating with the Honorable Tom Pickett, of 
I> 


Texas, and will communicate with Representatives from Idaho and Pennsylvania 
on similar cases. H. R. 7872, dated March 27, 1950 (Slst Cong., 2d sess.), 
introduced by the Honorable Mr. Rodino, of New Jersey, has come to my atten- 
tion. Such an omnibus bill would solve the problems that arise in connection 
with these private bills. 

Your help in this matter is g¢ 
the need for haste in that an evacuation of dependents before passage of this bill 
would result in this child’s being left behind. Anythir further that I might 
contribute will be most cordially forwarded. 

Thanking you in advance for your kind attention to this matter, I rema 


Sincrely yours, 


‘eatly appreciated [ am sure that you realize 
} 


I, Mary Jane Alvira Richards, after having been read the twenty-fout urticle 


of war, and after having been told that it is no ecessary for me to answer an 





questions that might tend o degrade me ort ) ceri! nate n and that any 
statement made by me may be used against me io hereby make e f ving 
statement: 

I lEM 


I, Mary Jane Alvira, w born October 20. 1912 third child and sec d 
daughter of Alva Lawrence Kekl wid La 1 Jane Smith, at lonea, Chickasaw 


County, in the State of wa 

| attended grade school a 1 graduated fron | 1 Dubilie sel ! 1930. 
I attended lowa State Teachers College at Cedar Falls, lowa, and taught in the 
rural schools of lowa 

I was married in 1934 to O. C. | 4] | b ‘ 146 
I married ‘Thomas G. R ards, staff sergeant i | 1 Stat Air For n 


April 3, 1948. 
We are at present lis the Tachikawa Air B Jay 
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